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(54) CATHETER 
(5 7 Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable a catheter to be passed via a vascular 
system without causing kinks and wrinkles by being constructed of 
first and second slender, flexible, plastic tubular members, an 
expendable expansion member, and a hub member including an 
expansion opening. 

CONSTITUTION: An external tubular main body member 12 has an 
inner end 14 and an outer end 16 and includes a lumen 18 
extending from the inner to the outer ends, and an internal tubular 
member 20 placed within the lumen 18 has an inside 22 and an 
outer end 23 and includes a lumen 24 extending its overall length. A 
plastic molded hub 25 serving as a Y-connector is attached to the 
inner end 14 of time external tubular member 12 and the inner end 
22 of the internal tubular member 20, and the connector 25 has a 
flanged mounting opening 26 at the end of a longitudinal hole 
passing through an arm 28. Also, an expandable expansion member 
30 is mounted at the outer end of a catheter 10. When an 
expansion fluid is injected via the opening 26 under high pressure, 
the fluid fills via an annular space between the two tubular 
members and enters the expansion member 30 from the outer end 
16 of the external main body member 12. 
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